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So the resolution I brought is not
about a billion dollars; it is just a
statement of support of parents, a
statement of support of what parents
want to be able to teach. It is not
about more school employees; it is
about stronger parents. That is what I
think that we ought to continue to be
able to address.

This is not about who loves edu-
cation more. Quite frankly, I know my
colleague from Washington is pas-
sionate about kids and about edu-
cation. She has lived it as a mom, as a
leader in the Senate, and as someone I
watched negotiate with Lamar Alex-
ander some of the toughest education
policy conversations. She is a remark-
able legislator and is passionate about
this.

We have some disagreements on some
of these issues. I am just passionate
about doing whatever we can to be able
to honor parents as often as we can and
to tell them: No, you are not going to
be investigated.

She mentioned parents in Texas
being worried about being investigated.
I will tell you, parents in Oklahoma
have said to me: I no longer go to
school board meetings because I am
afraid the FBI is going to be there and
they are going to open a case on me. I
have heard that the Attorney General
is looking for parents who are problems
across the country, and so I don’t feel
comfortable going to a school board
meeting anymore because the U.S. At-
torney General may open a file on me.

Now, that is a real conversation with
a parent at home.

So let’s find a way to be able to em-
power parents and do whatever we can.
So I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The Senator from Maryland.

Mr. CARDIN. First, I would ask con-
sent that I be able to complete my
brief remarks before the vote starts.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATION OF JULIE REBECCA RUBIN

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise
today in support of the confirmation of
Baltimore City Circuit Court dJudge
Julie Rubin to be a U.S. district judge
for the District of Maryland. I rec-
ommended Judge Rubin, along with
Senator VAN HOLLEN, to President
Biden, and we strongly support her
nomination.

Judge Rubin has been nominated to
fill the vacancy created when Judge
Ellen Hollander, appointed by Presi-
dent Obama in 2011, announced her in-
tentions to take senior status.

President Biden nominated Judge
Rubin for this position on December 3
of last year, and the Judiciary Com-
mittee held her confirmation hearing
on December 15. Judge Rubin was fa-
vorably reported by the Judiciary Com-
mittee on January 20 of this year by a
bipartisan vote.

She received a unanimous ‘‘well
qualified” rating from the American
Bar Association Standing Committee
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on the Federal Judiciary, which is the
organization’s highest rating. The ABA

assesses the nominee’s professional
competency, integrity, and judicial
temperament.

Shortly after the November 2020
Presidential elections, I worked with
Senator VAN HOLLEN to establish the
judicial selection committee in Mary-
land. We used an open application proc-
ess with public advertisement and com-
municated closely with State, local,
and specialty bar associations in Mary-
land. In particular, we sought out high-
ly qualified and diverse applicants. Our
committee interviewed everyone who
submitted an application, which in-
volved several dozen interviews. Sen-
ator VAN HOLLEN and I personally
interviewed several finalists before rec-
ommending names to the White House.

Born in Baltimore, Judge Rubin re-
ceived her B.A. cum laude from Mount
Holyoke College in 1995 and her J.D.
from the University of Maryland
School of Law in 1998.

She worked at Astrachan Gunst, han-
dling intellectual property and employ-
ment law matters in both Federal and
State court.

Judge Rubin was appointed by the
Governor of Maryland in 2012 as a Bal-
timore City circuit judge and was
elected in 2014 by the people of Balti-
more to a 15-year term.

The circuit court is the State trial
court of general jurisdiction in Mary-
land, covering both civil and criminal
cases, and is the exclusive court for
jury trials, including felony trials—
similar jurisdiction to what the Fed-
eral district court handles. So she has
that experience.

Judge Rubin brings tremendous expe-
rience to the courtroom as a sitting
Baltimore City circuit judge for nearly
a decade. She has handled a substantial
and diverse caseload in our State court
in Baltimore, having served in the
civil, family, criminal, and general
trial divisions, as well as serving on
special assignments to the asbestos
docket. She previously served as a su-
pervisory judge of alternative dispute
resolutions. She estimates that she has
presided over about 1,000 criminal and
civil cases that have gone to verdict or
judgment, including both bench and
jury trials.

Judge Rubin is known as a judge’s
judge, in terms of her excellent tem-
perament, work ethic, and congeniality
with lawyers and litigants. She is
known to be fair in judgment to all
litigants. She was selected to serve as
a faculty member of the Judicial Col-
lege and tasked with instructing newly
appointed Maryland trial judges on ju-
dicial ethics and best courtroom prac-
tices.

Judge Rubin has continued to give
back to the community as an adjunct
legal professor at the Maryland Law
School. She cochaired the Bench Bar
Committee of the Bar Association of
Baltimore City, served on the board of
the Baltimore Metropolitan Chapter of
the Simon E. Sobeloff Law Society,
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and assisted the CollegeBound Founda-
tion and the Baltimore Education
Scholarship Trust to help underprivi-
leged or at-risk youth. She has served
as chair of the board of trustees for the
Bryn Mawr School in Baltimore. She
has given back to our community and
understands the challenges in our com-
munity.

As a fellow graduate of the Univer-
sity of Maryland Francis King Carey
Law School, I am confident that Judge
Rubin will meet the highest standards
of integrity, competence, and tempera-
ment. I know she will uphold the rule
of law for all Marylanders for this life-
time appointment.

Finally, let me say that I know that
public service is a sacrifice, not only
for the nominee but for their family.
So I want to thank Judge Rubin’s hus-
band James and her entire family for
sharing Judge Rubin with the people of
Maryland.

Judge Rubin’s confirmation will
build on the quality and diversity of
the Maryland District Court bench. All
10 of the confirmed judges have been
recommended by me to the President
for appointment as a Senator from
Maryland. I am proud of their quali-
fications and diversity.

In Maryland, our Federal bench is 50
percent women, 50 percent men, 40 per-
cent people of color. We appointed the
first African-American woman, the
first person of Palestinian descent. We
have a diversified, quality bench rep-
resenting the people of Maryland and
providing the justice the people of
Maryland deserve.

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor
of the confirmation of Judge Julie
Rubin to be a U.S. district judge for
the District of Maryland.

I yield the floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 683, Julie
Rebecca Rubin, of Maryland, to be United
States District Judge for the District of
Maryland.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Gary C. Peters, Edward J. Markey, Ben
Ray Lujan, Martin Heinrich, Tammy
Baldwin, Jacky Rosen, Jeff Merkley,
Raphael G. Warnock, Michael F. Ben-

net, Tammy Duckworth, Angus S.
King, Jr., Alex Padilla, Robert P.
Casey, dJr., Margaret Wood Hassan,

Patrick J. Leahy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Julie Rebecca Rubin, of Maryland,
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